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CONSIDERATIONS, 

£sfr.  ^c.  ^c. 


t  TVT  ^  pi^bllc  fentiment  has  ever  been 

•-  -L  ^    more  ftrongly  exprefled,  than  that 

X  general  confternation  and   grief,    which 

^  his  Majefty's  affeding  fitiiation  has  ex- 

i  cited  in  the  minds  of  a  dutiful  and  loyal 

people.      Such   a    calamity  mull    at    all 
i  times  have  been  feverely  felt ;  but  there 

are  many  circumftances  which  have  ren- 
dered it  peculiarly  diftrefling  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment.    It  has  come  upon  us  fud- 
B  denly, 
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denly,  and  without  preparation ;  inter- 
rupting a  courfe  of  the  moft  unexampled 
profperity,  and  difturbing  that  confi- 
dence in  our  pubhc  fituation  which  had 
taken  frefh  root  and  vigour  in  the  opi- 
nions of  mankind.  Our  former  quiet 
and  fecurity  have  by  this  event  been 
changed  to  uncertainty  and  alarm  ;  we 
are  deprived  by  it  of  the  ineftimable  ad- 
vantages of  a  fettled  form  and  order  of 
government,  and  involved-  in  all  the 
difficulties  of  a  cafe  nearly  unprecedented 
in  our  annals,  and  wholly  unprovided 
for  by  any  pofitive  regulation  of  our 
laws. 

Unlefs  fome  favourable  turn  fliould 
take  place  v/ith  refpe6l  to  his  Majefty's 
diforder,  there  may  foon  exift  an  una- 
voidable necefTity  of  doing  that,  which 
mull  be  painful  to  the  feelings  of  every 

man 


^»*-vJ 
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man — of  making  fome  temporary  pro- 
vifion  for  adminiftering  the  executive 
power,  during  the  fufpenlion  of  its  exer- 
cife  in  thofe  hands  in  which  the  confti- 
tution  of  our  country  has  lodged  it. 
The  pubUc  attention  of  this  free  com- 
munity mull  therefore  be  dire<£ted  to  the 
difcuflion  of  this  fubje(£t,  although  it  be 
of  fuch  delicacy  as  is  exceeded  only  by 
its  importance  ;  and  although,  even  from 
the  difcuflion  of  it,  many  evils  are  to  be 
apprehended. 

It  is  however  the  part  of  a  good  citi- 
zen, neither  to  be  difpirited  by  the  mif- 
fortunes,  nor  intimidated  by  the  dangers, 
of  his  country ;  but  rather  to  be  ani- 
mated by  both,  to  the  difcharge  of  that 
duty,  which  he  may  feel  incumbent 
upon  him  under  fucli  circumftances. 
This  is  a  point,  in  the  dccifion  of  which 
B  2  we 
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we  are  all  highly  concerned.  Every 
Englifhman  is,  therefore,  bound  to  exa- 
mine it  with  care  and  diligence,  to  form 
his  opinion  upon  it  deliberately  and  con- 
fcientioufly,  and  to  fupport  that  opi- 
nion by  all  legal  and  conftitutional  means, 
according  to  the  meafure  of  his  abilities, 
and  the  fituation  of  life  in  which  he  is 
placed. 

In  the  difcuffions  to  which  this  fub- 
jed  leads,  fome  reference  will  naturally 
be  made  to  the  hiftory  of  former  times, 
and  to  thofe  precedents  which  may  be 
thought  to  bear  a  refemblance  to  our 
prefent  fituation.  But  whatever  refpe(fl 
is  due  to  the  information  derived  from 
thefe  fources,  the  only  rational  ufe  which 
can  be  made  of  it  for  our  prefent  purpofe, 
is  to  examine  what  were  the  leading 
principles  on  which  our  nnceflors  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded    in  thofe  cafes;  and   to  enquire 
how  far,  and  in  what  manner,  thofe  prin- 
ciples apply  to  the  prefent  crifis,  under 
all  the  changes  which  the  revolution  of 
fo  many  ages  has  produced.     Nor  ought 
we  to  go  beyond  this,  in  our  adherence 
to   precedents,    or  to   follow  now   the 
pradice  of  former  ages,  in  points  where 
the  reafon  of  that  pradice  has  ceafed  to 
operate. 

The  objeds  to  be  attended  to  in  our 
prefent  proceedings,  will  beft  be  colleded 
from   a    confideration    of   the   circum- 
ftances  of  that  emergency  by  which  we 
may  be  compelled  to   ad.     We  are  to 
eftablifh  fuch  an  intermediate  form    of 
adminiftration  as  may  be  beft   adapted 
for    carrying    on    the   public    bufmefs, 
during  his  Majefty's    illnefs,    with    the 
neceflary  difpatch  and  energy ;  and  for 

fccuring, 
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fecuring,  as  far  as   human  wlfdom  can 
fecure  It,  that  whenever  it  fhall  pleafe 
God    to   remove    this    heavy   vifitation 
from    us,  the  Sovereign   to   v^^hom   we 
have  fworn   allegiance,  and   for  whom 
we  feel  as  one  man  the  ftrongeft  fenti- 
ments  of  veneration,  attachment,  and  gra- 
titude, fhall   be  effeaually  reftored,  not 
to  the  pofTeffion  only,  but  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  undoubted   rights,   which  he 
enjoys  for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjeds,  and 
of  v/hich  he  cannot  be  deprived,  without 
an  injury  done  to  ourfelves. 

An  idea  has  indeed  been  thrown  out, 
which,  if  it  were  founded  in  truth,  would 
render  any  further  reafoning  upon  thefe 
points  ufelefs  and  improper  :  It  has  been 
faid  by  fome,  that,  in  a  cafe  fuch  as  the 
prefent,  the  whole  power,  authority,  and 
prerogative  of  the  King,  devolve  imme- 
diately 
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dlately  and  of  right  to  the  perfon  next  in 
fiicceflion  to  the  Crown,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  in  the  unfortunate  event  of  a  de- 
mife.  The  (lighteft  acquaintance  either 
with  Englifh  hiftory  or  with  Englifli  law, 
is  fufficient  for  enabling  us  to  rejedl  at  once 
this  notion,  equally  unwarranted  and  un- 
juft.  No  trace  of  fuch  a  right  can  be  found 
upon  the  records  of  Parliament,  nor  has 
any  fuch  opinion  been  cited  from  the 
works  of  any  writer  upon  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution.  On  the  contrary  we  fhall  find, 
that  even  in  periods  infinitely  lefs  favour- 
able than  the  prefent  for  the  aifertion  of 
the  true  principles  of  our  Government, 
evei*y  interruption  in  the  exercife  of  royal 
authority  has  uniformly  been  provided 
for  in  Parliament.  The  principle  on  which 
this  practice  has  been  grounded,  is  ob- 
vious and  unqueftionable.  The  order 
of  hereditary  fucceffion  to  the  throne  of 

thefe 
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thefe  realms,  has  been  ellabliflied  among 
us,  not  for  the  advantage  of  any  indivi- 
dual family,  however  entitled  to  our  grati- 
tude and  veneration,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  nation,  and  for  the  fecurity  and 
happinefs  of  millions:   and  undoubtedly 
it  is   a   great  bleffing  to  us,  that  on  the 
death   of  our   Sovereigns,    their   Crown 
fliould  defcend,  by  a  fundamental  law  of 
the  State,  in  a  known  and  fettled  courfe 
of  fuccemon;-.but  beyond  this  cafe,  nei- 
ther the  law  itfelf,  nor  the  reafon  of  the 
law,  extend.  During  the  life  of  a  British 
King,  no    man  can  claim  an  hereditary 
right  to  the  exercife  of  royal  power,  nemo 
ejl  hares  vlventis.  This  is  the  known  and 
acknowledged  maxim  of  our  laws,  apply, 
ing  with  equal  force  to  every  defcription 
of  right  or  property,  and   to  every  rank 
and  condition  of  men ;    and  it  is  parti- 
cularly to  be  obferved,  that  at  the  sera  of 

the 
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the  Revolution,  when  the  Commons  ap- 
pointed a  Ck)mmittee  to  maintain,  in  a 
conference  with  the  other  Houfc,  the  true 
principles  of  that  tranfadion,  the  great 
lawyers  chofen  for  this  important  truft 
relied  much  on  this  very  rule  of  law, 
which  they  then  cited  a^  applying  to  the 
cafe  of  the  Crown,  and  as  forming  a  ma- 
terial branch  of  their  argument,  in  lup- 
port  of  that  vote  which  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  all  the  fubfequent  proceedings. 

If  then  this  principle  be  true,  that  the 
hereditary-  right  to  the  Crown,  like  every 
other  right  of  inheritance,  attaches  only 
in  the  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  perfon  in 
poffefiion,  the  confequence  cannot  be  dif- 
puted.  In  thofe  extraordinary  and  un- 
forefeen  emergencies,  when  an  interrup- 
tion arifes  from  other  caufes  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  this  fovereign  truft,  it  rc- 
G  mains 
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mains  with  the  people  to  exercife  a  power 
which  they  have  referved,  and  to  provide 
a  remedy  adapted  to  the  occafion  which 
requires  it.  Such  a  right,  if  it  were  fup- 
pofed  to  veft  in  the  whole  body  of  the  in- 
habitants of  a  country,  fo  as  to  be  exercifed 
by  each  of  them  individually,  might  juft- 
ly  be  confidered  as  one  merely  fpeculativej 
Bat  in  a  free  and  well-ordered  govern- 
ment, like  ours,  a  regular  channel  is  pro- 
vided, through  which  the  rights  of  the 
people  may  be  exerted,  according  to  the 
different  orders  of  fociety  eftablifhed 
amon2:ft  us.     The  fame  mode,  therefore 

ID  '  ) 

by  which  the  nobility  and  commonalty 
of  this  realm  exercife  their  Ihare  in  the 
Legiflature  of  their  country,  is  naturally 
pointed  out  to  us,  as  that  by  which  they 
are  alfo  to  perform  the  ftill  more  import- 
ant function,  of  fupplying  the  occafional 
deficiencies  in  the  remaining  branch  of 

the 
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tiie  conftltiition,  and  of  providing  for  the 
difcharge  of  the  duties  of  executive  go- 
vernment. 

In  earlier  periods  of  our  hiftor)-,  when 
the  comparative  importance  of  the  Com- 
mons was  Icfs  than  at  prelent ;  and  when 
their  fhare  in  the  legiflative  a(Sts  of  our 
government  was  at  leaft  not  fo  dillind:Iy 
exprcfled,  the  Lords  fometimes  appear 
to  have  taken  a  more  forward  and  leading 
part  in  fuch  tranfaclions  as  bear  a  refem- 
blance  to  the  prefent  crifis.  But  even 
then,  the  confcnt  of  the  Commons  is  al- 
moft  always  ftated  on  our  records,  and 
probably  was  always  given :  and,  upon 
the  whole,  this  leading  principle  appears 
to  have  been  invariably  adhered  to,  that 
on  any  failure  in  the  exercife  of  the  royal 
authority  during  the  life  of  the  King,  the 
^leficicncy  could  only  be  fupplied  by  that 
C  ?  body, 
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body,    in  whom,    conjointly   with    the 
King,  the  legiflative  power  had  refided. 

The  fame  principle  applies  with  greater 
force  to  the  prefent  times,  when  the  infti- 
tutions   of  our   government  have  been 
more  developed,   and  are  morediftindly 
underftood.     It    is    in    Parliament   that 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  exercife  their 
fhare  of  the  government.     It  is  on  Par- 
liament that  the  care  of  providing  for  this 
emergency  does  unqueftionably  devolve  ; 
and   that  degree  of  authority,   which   it 
may   be    necelTary  to  grant  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  cannot  be   claimed   as  a  right,  but 
muft  be  conferred  as  a  truft,   under  fuch 
fuch  reftridtions  as  may  bejudged  advan- 
tageous to  the  people  at  large. 

The  proceedings  in  every  cafe  that  can 
be  found  in  our  annal?,  bearing  either  re- 

femblance 
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femblance  or  analogy  to  the  prefent,  have 
all  been  regulated   in  conformity  to  the 
maxims  above  ftated.      Sometimes    the 
Britiih  Crown  has  defcended  on  the  heads 
of  minors.     The  guardianfliip,  both  of 
the  Sovereign  and  of  his  kingdoms,  has 
in  fuch  cafe  been  granted  under  the  fanc- 
tion  of  Parliament,  either  by  a  previous 
authority  given  for  that  purpofe  by  fta- 
tute  to  the  preceding  King;  or,  in  default 
of  fuch  provifion,  by  actual  nomination 
immediately  after  the  demife.     It  is  by 
no  means  true,  that  the  perfon  named  to 
this  important  truft  has  always  been  the 
next  in  fucceffion  to  the   Crown,   or  in- 
deed  that  any  general  rule  has  obtained 
to  limit  the  difcretion  of  Parliament.     In 
one  cafe  *,  where  no  previous  parliamen- 
tary provilion  had  been  made,  a  claim  of 

•    See   Rolls   of   Parliament,    vol.   iv.    p.igc    171. 
J  Hen.  6.     See  alfo  ibid.  p.  ^26.  6  Hen.  6. 
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right  was  indeed  urged  by  one  of  the 
relations  of  the  King  to  the  Regency  of 
the  kingdom  during  his  minority.     Thi&- 
claim  was  formally  examined  and  difal- 
lowed  by  Parliament,  who,  "  after  long 
"  and  great  deliberation  and  advice,  fearch- 
*'  ing   precedents  of  the  government  of 
"  the    land   in   fimilar  times    and  cafes^ 
"  when  the  Kings  of  this  land  have  been 
"  of  tender  age,  and  taking  information 
"  of  the   laws    of  the    land   from   fuch 
'*  perfons  as  were  learned  therein,  finally 
"  found  the  faid  defire  not   grounded   in 
"  precedent,  nor  in  the  law  of  the  land.'* 

They  afterwards,  however,  granted  to 
the  fame  perfon  a  more  limited  power  *, 
iubje(51:  to  the  controul  of  a  Council,  and 
held  under  a  title,  conceived  to  be  of  lefs 

♦  Rolls  of  Purl.  vol.  V.  p.  407,  408,  &CC.   ;,  H.  6. 

dignity 
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tlignlty  than  that  of  Regent ;  and  upon 
tliele  terms  the  office  fo  granted  was  ac- 
cepted and  exercifcd  by  him,  and  agaia 
reiigned  at  the  requiiition  of  the  lame  au- 
thority. 

In  another  inftancc -,  the  Monarch 
was  alleged  to  be  difquaUfied  by  diieafc 
from  the  exercife  of  his  power.  A  Pro- 
teftor  t  was  chofen  by  the  Lords  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Commons  ;  and  his  power 
was,  in  like  manner  as  in  the  preceding 
cafe,  limited  by  Parhament,  at  whofe 
pleaiurc  his  commiffion  was  made  revoc- 

*  Rolls  of  Pari.  ^o\.  v.  p.  =39  to  242.  31&  32  H.  6. 

-j-  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Duke  of  York,  in  ac- 
cepting his  office,  delivered  in  a  paper  to  the  Lords, 
in  %vhkh  he  dclircs  that  it  fliould  be  declared  by  the 
jtftthority  of  Pavliumenr,  that  they,  «  of  their  free  and 
•*  mere  difpofition,"  hai  named  hmi  to  that  office,  :uid 
that  he  did  not  take  it  upon  him  from  any  prefumptiou 
of  himfelf,  but  in  obedience  to  the  King  aad  to  the 
peerage  of  the  land  ;  "  in  ^vhom,  by  the  occalion  of 
*'  the  infirmity  of  our  fuid  fovereign  Lord,  refls  the 
«  exercife  of  his  authority."  Rolls.  Pari.  vol.  3.  p.  2. 

able, 
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able,  and  by  whom  It  was  afterwards  re^ 
pealed*. 

At  otiier  periods  of  our  Iilflory,  our 
Sovereigns  have  been  depofed  for  real  or 
''alleged  mifcondua.  It  Is   hardly  necef- 
faiy  to   fay,  that  thefe  cafes  are  cited  as 
bearing  on  the  prefent  queftion  in  one 
point  only;  namely,In  Ihewing  the  power 
of  Parliament  in  every  cafe   where  the 
cxercife  of  royal  authority  is  fufpended, 
ami   nor   as  by  any  means  refembling  it,'  ■ 
cither  ill  the  particular  occafion  on  which 
tliis  power  is  to  exerclfed,   or  in  the  na- 
ture  or  extent    of  the   meafures   to    be 
adopted.  But  in  all  theil-  inftances,  what- 

•  The  proceedings  i„  thcfc  two  cafes,  as  they  nn- 
pea.  on  the  Rolls  of  P..,,,,,^,  „,  ,,  ^,^^.^^>  ^^^ 
-'tcren.n.,  that  an  abrtra.t  of  them,   with  copies  or 

r..nn.tu,nsof  fom.ot  the  moft  material  parts    is  i„. 

cncd  ac  the  end  of  this  Pan.phlct,  as  n„  Appendix- 


to   It. 


ever 
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ever  has  been  done,  has  proceeded  from- 
Parliament  alone:  particularly  in  1688, 
ib  far  were  Parliament  from  admitting 
that,  by  the  abdication  of  James  the  Se- 
cond, the  exercife  of  royal  power  de- 
volved to  his  next  heir,  that  they  veftcd 
it  in  King  William  alone ;  giving  to 
Queen  Mary  herfelf  only  the  title  of 
Qiiecn,  without  annexing  any  authority 
to  it*,  and  even  poflponing  the  fuccefhon 
of  the  Princefs  Anne  to  the  Crown  till  af- 
ter his  death.  And  this  is  a  precedent, 
which,  for  the  folemnity  of  the  occafion, 
the  regularity  of  the  proceedings,  and 
the  happy  confequcnces  which  have  re- 
fulted  from  them,  may,  as  far  as  it  ap- 
plies to  the  prefent  cale,  be  juftly  con- 

*  This  wa3  fo  c'ilViniStly  done,  that  when  King 
WUli;im  went  over  to  Ireland,  an  Adt  of  Parliament 
was  neceflary  to  enable  the  Queen  to  exercife  royal  au- 
thyRty  dvuing  his  abfcnce.     See  Statute  W.  Sc  M.  c. 

D  fid^rcd 
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lidered  as  affording  the  furefl  foundation 
for  any  meafures  which  mufl  now  be 
taken. 

The  feveral  particulars  in  which  this 
lall  cafe,  as  well  as  thofe  before  cited, 
differ  from  the  circumftances  of  the  pre- 
fent  fituation,are  fufficiently  obvious.  The 
principle  has,  however,  been  the  fame 
throughout,  that  the  right  of  hereditary 
fucceffion  attaches  only  on  the  death  of 
our  Sovereigns,  but  that  every  other  in- 
terruption in  the  exercife  of  royal  au- 
thority muft  be  efpecially  provided  for 
by  Parliament.  And  if  ^his  has  been 
done  in  the  cafe  of  Monarchs  who  were 
adjudged  to  have  forfeited  their  claim  to 
the  allegiance  of  their  fubjeds,  and  who 
could  therefore  never  be  rertored  to  their 
authority,  how  much  more  muft  Parlia- 
ment  feel  it   incumbent  upon  them  to 

take 
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take  into  their  own  hands  the  meafures 
which  are  now  to  be  purfued  ;  having,  in 
addition  to  the  duty  of  providing  for  the 
intermediate  adminiftration  of  the  go- 
vernment, fo  important  a  truft  to  dif- 
charge,  as  the  prefenation  of  the  rights 
of  a  Sovereign,  fo  juiViy  dear  to  the  hearts 
of  all  his  fubjecls,  and  who  may,  at  any 
moment,  be  again  in  a  fituation  to  re- 
aiTume  the  exercife  of  his  power,  for  the 
advantage  and  happinefs  of  his  people. 

I  have  dwelt  the  lonjrer  unon  this 
point,  becaufe  the  opinions  which  I 
have  combated  have  been  fprcad  v«'ith 
confidence  and  induftry ;  and  becaufe 
they  are  faid,  though  with  little  proba- 
bility, to  have  received  the  lan^tion  of 
fomxC  legal  authority.  I  am  perfuadcd, 
however,  that  the  difcufTion  is,  and  al- 
ways has  been,  wholly  unneceflary  ;  and 
D  2  that 
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that  the  Uluftrious  Perfon  to  whom  it 
principally  relates,  has  too  jufl  a  regard 
to  the  rights  of  Parliament,  and  to  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  his  countr)^  to 
have  liftened  for  a  moment  to  fuch  fug- 
gefiions,  if  any  fuch  can  have  been  made 
to  him. 

If  then  the  I'ight  of  Parliament  to  pre- 
Tide  for  this  emergency  be  clearly  efta- 
blifhed,  the  next  queflion  would  natu- 
rally be,  in  what  hands  they  ought  to 
place  that  portion  of  execuj:ive  authority 
which  they  may  judge  neceffary  for  car- 
r)'ing  on  the  government  without  pre- 
judice to  the  rights  of  the  King.  On 
this  fubjedl  two  ideas  naturally  prefent 
themfelves.  The  confiding  this  degree 
of  authority  to  the  hands  of  a  fmgle 
perfon,  aided  only  by  a  Council  of  his 
own  appointment,  and  fubje<5t  to  d'lfmif- 

lion 
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fion  by  him  ;  or  the  vefting  it  in  a  Coun- 
€i\  of  Regency,  to  be  appointed  by  Par- 
liament, and  to  be  removed  only  with  the 
confent  of  a  majority  of  their  own  body. 
All  the  precedents,  or  almoft  all  that  can 
be  found  on  the  records  of  Parliament, 
incline  to  the  latter  of  thefe  two  modes. 
If  any  fubjed:  in  this  country  has  ever  ex- 
ercifed  royal  authority,  without  being 
fubjed:  to  the  controul  of  a  fixed  and 
permanent  Council,  it  has  been  in  times 
of  fuch  confufion  and  anarchy,  that  no  ar- 
gument can  be  drawn  from  it  to  any  re- 
gulation of  fettled  government.  While 
on  the  other  hand,  the  principle  of  fuch 
a  Council  has  been  adopted  in  the  moft 
recent,  and  therefore  the  beft,  inftances 
that  we  can  refort  to  for  the  eftablifhment 
of  Regencies.  I  mean  the  provifion  made  in 
the  time    of  Queen  Anne  *   for  the  al> 

*  See  Stilt,  6  An;a5,  6,  7.  cc\.  i  r. 
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fence  of  tier  fucceflbr  from  his  domi- 
nions, at  the  period  of  his  acceffion,  i^nd 
the  bills  paiTed  in  the  reigns  of  his  *  late 
and  prefent  Majefty  f ,  to  provide  for  the 
cafe  of  a  minority. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  there  are  circum-ftances  which  feem 
to  make  it  defirable,  fuppofmg  it  can  be 
done  confiftently  with  the  important  ob- 
jedls  which  have  been  ftated^  to  lodge 
the  truft  now  to  be  created,  rather  in  the 
hands  of  a  fmgle  pcrfon,  and  that  per- 
fon  the  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crov/n,, 
than  in  thofe  of  any  Council  to  be  named 
by  Parliament.  A  conftitution  fuch  as 
onrs  is,  has  ahvays  fome  tendency,  oo 
the  one  fide   or  the  other,  to  principles 


*  See  Stat.  24  Geo.  2.  c.  24, 
•f  See  Stat.  5  Geo.  3.  c.  27. 
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unfavourable  to  its  continuance ;  and  it 
is  only  by  a  minute  attention  to  the  leaft 
inclination  of  the  fcale,  that  its  balance 
can  be  maintained.  Wc  have  feen  with- 
in a  few  years,  at  the  period  immediate- 
ly preceding  the  dilTcrlution  of  the  Par- 
liament in  1784,  a  ftruggle  on  the  part 
of  a  powerful  ariftocracy  to  ufurp  to 
themfelves,  by  a  cabal  in  Parliament, 
the  moft  unqucftionable,  and  perhaps 
the  moft  important  branch  of  the  royal 
prerog'ative,  the  nomination  to  the  offices 
of  executive  government.  And  we  all 
remember,  that  this  attempt  could  no 
otherwafe  have  been  defeated,  than  by 
the  fortunate  union  of  the  two  other 
parts  of  our  conftitution,  the  legal  power 
of  the  monarchy,  and  the  prevailing  voice 
and  w^eight  of  the  people.  The  prefent 
occiifion  is,  certainly,  in  many  relpecls, 

widely 
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widely  difTerent  from  that  which  has 
been  alluded  to.  There  is  now  a  tem- 
porary fufpenfion  of  all  monarchical 
authority;  and  the  nomination  of  a 
Council  by  Parliament  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  w^ould  be  at  leaft  a  legal  ex- 
ercife  of  the  power  which  has  thus  de- 
volved to  them,  inftead  of  being  a  dired 
infringement  of  the  acknowledged  rights 
of  the  Sovereign.  But  it  fhould  be  the 
particular  object  of  thofe  who  love  the 
true  conftitution  of  their  country,  to 
guard,  with  the  utmoft  jealoufy,  againft 
the  renew^al  of  that  principle  which  they 
have  already  combated  with  fuccefs. 

We  fhould  remember,  that  the  claim 
then  fet  up  againft  the  Crown,  although 
condemned  at  thie  time  by  the  unanimous 
decifion  of  the  country,  is  neverthelefs 
flill  maintained  and  defended  by  a  con- 

fiderable 


[  2,-  ] 

fiderable  body  of  public  men.     At  feme 
future   period   it   may  be  revived,  even 
if  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  mo- 
ment   render  its  fupporters  lefs  anxious 
to  bring  it  for\vard  to  pubUc  view.     We 
cannot  therefore  be  too  careful  that  no- 
thing {hould  be  done,  efpecially  at  fuch 
a  moment   as  the  prefent,  which  might 
hereafter  give  countenance   and  fupport 
to    a  principle    deftmdive  of  the  very 
frame  of  the  Britifh  conftitution.     And, 
notwithftanding  the  great  difference   in 
the  prefent  cafe,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  fee 
that  fuch  a  conclufion  might  be  drawn 
from  this  precedent,  if  Parliament  fhould, 
on  any  other  grounds  than  that  of  the 
moft  urgent  neceffity,  proceed  to  name 
a  permanent  Council,  although  compofed 
of  men  in  whom  the  Sovereign  and  the 
people  might  bell  confide. 

E  The 
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The  danger  is  Indeed  fo  great,  otfuffer- 
ing  any  individuals,  of  whatever  defcrip- 
tion,  to  monopolize,  diredly  or  indiredly, 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  that 
nothing  but  the  utmoft  exigency  could 
render  it  juftifiable.     In  addition  to  this 
we  are  to  obferve,  that  if,  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  fuch  a  Council,  the  precedent  of 
any   former  regency  fhould  be  foUowd, 
the  fyftem  fo  eftabliihed,  though  ftrong 
for  the  ends  of  perfonal  intereft  and  am- 
bition,  would  be  weak  and  infufficient 
to    any  purpofe    of   good    government. 
The    executive  Officers    of  the    Crown 
would  almoft  inevitably  be  at  variance 
with  the  Perfon  reprefenting  the  fovereign 
authority ;   and  this  would  happen  at  a 
time,  when,  on  the  one  hand,  his  great 
natural    weight    and   influence    as  Heir 
Apparent  to  the  Throne  would  be  much 
incrcafed   by  his    adual  fituation ;    and 

when, 
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when,  on  the  other,  the  tenure  hy  which 
they  held  tlielr  authority  would  enable 
them  to  reta'n  a  permanent  pofleflion  of 
all  the  moft  important  offices  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  public  affairs.     The  con- 
fequences  muft  be,  thofe  of  a  confufed 
and  diftraded  government,  wholly  occu- 
pied  with  domeftic    intrigues  and    ani- 
mofities,    and     incapable    of    attending, 
either  to  the  maintenance  of  our  internal 
profperity,  or  to  the  prefervation  of  our 
fyftem  of  foreign  policy,  the  foundations 
of  which    have    fo    recently  been    laid. 
Whatever  therefore  may  be  the  wifhes  of 
the   Public,    that  the    government    may 
continue  in  the  hands  of  his  Majefty's 
prefent  Minifters,  this  can  be  done  with 
fafety    to  the    country    by  regular  and 
conftitutional  means  alone.     By  the  con- 
currence of  the  Regent,  both  in  the  de- 
clared  fentiments   of  the   King,   whofe 
•  E  2  autho- 


[       28       ] 

authority  will  be  committed  to  him  by 
a  temporary  delegation ;  and  in  the 
wifties  of  the  people,  from  wliofe  hands 
he  will  have  have  received  fo  important 
a  truft.  Whether  there  is  any  reafon  or 
not  to  expe£t  fuch  a  concurrence,  the 
principle  is  equally  binding.  No  at- 
tempt ought  to  be  made,  and  we  may 
hope  that  none  will  be  made,  by  the 
prefent  Minlfters,  to  continue  themfelves 
in  the  pofleffion  of  their  offices  by  the 
appointment  of  Parliament,  and  inde- 
pendently of  whatever  may  be  eflabliih- 
ed  as  the  executive  power.  They  came 
into  office  on  different  grounds ;  nor  can 
they,  in  the  prefent  moment,  better  con- 
fult  thgir  own  charaders,  or  more  effec- 
tually difcharge  what  honour,  gratitude, 
and  duty  require  of  thcni,  than  by  pro- 
viding every  fecurity  for  the  prcfervation 

of 
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of  the  King's  authority, — by  providing 

none  for  the  prcfervation  of  their  own  1 

power. 

The  ncccfllty  of  making  a  Hand 
with  refpecft  to  the  former  of  thefe  two 
objects,  is  indeed  a  point  which  cannot 
be  too  ftrongly  infifted  upon  ;  and  this 
the  rather,  becaufe,  however  important 
and  indifpenfable  a  duty,  it  is  neverthelefs 
liable  to  mifreprefentations,  which  every 
one  would  wifh  to  avoid.  It  is  eafy  to 
fee  with  what  advantages  fuch  a  prin- 
ciple may  be  oppofed,  by  adverting  to 
eonfiderations  of  perfonal  character,  and 
by  making  ufe  of  names  which  can  never 
be  mentioned  or  received  but  with  re- 
fpe6t  and  deference.  But  let  no  man 
on  fuch  grounds  as  thefe  deceive  himfelf, 
or  be  deceived  by  others  into  a  negledt 
of   that    duty   which    he   owes   to   his 

Save- 
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Sovereign  and  to  his  Country,  It  is  the 
very  firil  principle  of  legiilation  in  a  free 
country,  that  thofe  points  which  are  ef- 
fential  to  the  advantage  or  fecurity  of  the 
Gommunity,  fhould  reft  on  a  more  foHd 
bafis  than  that  of  perfonal  confidence. 
We  require  even  of  our  Kings,  vsrhen 
they  receive  the  homage  of  their  fubje6ts, 
that  they  fhould  bind  themfelves  by  an 
bath  to  maintain  our  liberties,  and  to  ob- 
ferve  our  laws.  Not  certainly  that  we 
mean,  at  fuch  a  moment  as  that,  to  ex- 
prefs  to  our  new  Sovereign  a  diftruft  of 
his  perfonal  character  ;  but  becaufe  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  remind  him  of  the 
nature  of  the  truft  which  he  undertakes, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  give  additional 
fecurity  and  fancftion  to  that  conftitution 
which  we  are  bound  to  maintain  in- 
violate. Suppofe  that  any  man,  at  the 
beginning  of  a  new  reign,  fhould  dchre 

us 
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US  to  dirpenfe  with  this  oath  as  implying 
iealoufy  and  diftruft  ;  or,  fhould  advil^ 
us  to  repeal  the  flatutes  which  fecure  our 
liberties,  becaufe  the  charad:er  of  the 
new  Prince  might  juftly  claim  the  con- 
fidence of  his  people — with  how  much 
reafon  would  the  author  of  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal  incur  our  indignation,  for  infufing 
into  the  mind  of  his  Sovereign  a  diftruft 
of  the  affections  of  his  people  ;  and  for 
fetting  the  laws  of  his  country  at  variance 
with  the  perfonal  characfler  of  the  Mo- 
narch ?  In  what  refpedt  will  the  condud: 
of  thofe  men  be  lefs  exceptionable,  who 
fhall  tell  us,  that  no  fecurity  can  be  ne- 
ceflary  for  prefcrving  the  rights  of  his 
IMajelly,  becaufe  no  attempt  againft  them 
can  be  fufpefted  to  proceed  from  the 
Prince  ?  We  may  all,  as  individuals, 
feel  ourfelves  perl\iaded,  that  his  Royal 
Highnefs  is  incapable  of  forming  fuch  a 

defign. 
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defign.  We  may  believe  that  he  has 
penetration  to  difcover,  and  firmnefs  to 
refift  the  attempts  of  any  party  to  mis- 
lead him  into  meafures  calculated  either 
to  eftablilli  bis  power  in  the  place  of  his 
father's,  or  to  eilablilh  their  own  power  in 
the  place  of  both.  But  as  a  legiflative 
body,  owing  allegiance  to  their  Sovereign 
and  duty  to  their  fellow-fubjedls,  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliamxcnt  are  bound, — 
not  to  fufpedl  his  Royal  Highnefs,  God 
forbid  they  fhould  ! — ^but  to  fufped  and 
to  guard  againft  thofe  who  may  become 
his  advifers.  They  are  no  more  at  li- 
berty to  furrender  at  difcretion,  and  on 
grounds  of  perfonal  confidence,  the  au- 
thority of  the  King,  and  the  intereft 
which  the  people  have  in  its  prefervation, 
than  to  yield  up  in  the  fame  manner  the 
fecurities  we  enjoy  for  any  other  of  our 
rights,  for  the  trial  by  juries,  or  for  our 

perfonal  freedom. 

If 
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If,  then,  we  layafide  the  apprclicnfion 
of  fuch  unworthy  imputations,  and  ap- 
ply ourfelves  to  examine  this  cafe  as  a 
point  of  hiftory,  or  as  a  queftion  of  ab- 
ftracl  reafoning,  we  muft  fee  that  there 
IS  in  the  prefent  inftance  a  Wronger  ne- 
ceffity  than  in  any  former  one,  for  fecu- 
ring  with  jealous  attention  the  rights  of 
the  Sovereign.  The  more  ftrcngly  it  is 
contended,  that  the  perfon  nov/  to  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  GoTemment 
fhould  not,  like  every  ether  Regent,  be 
limited  by  the  control  of  any  permanent 
Council ;  fo  much  the  more  is  Parliament 
bound  to  look  with  jealoufy  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Counfellors  whom  he 
employs  may  ad\dfe  him  to-exercife  his 
power.  Nor  can  that  caution  be  deemed 
injurious  now,  vrhich  has  not  been  deem- 
ed fo  in  former  ages,  and  in  the  cafe  of 
fo  many  illuftrious  perfons,  entrnlled  only 
F  with 
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With  concurrent,  and  not  with  fole  autho- 
rity. It  has  indeed  been  faid,  that  the  ob- 
ject in  thofe  cafes  was,  to  provide  a  fecu- 
rity  for  the  rights  of  the  perfon  who  was, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  Regency,  to  en- 
ter upon  the  exercife  of  the  Sovereign 
authority :  but  that  here  the  caution 
would  be  unneceflary,  becaufe  the  power 
would  refide  in  the  hands  of  the  Keir 
Apparent  to  the  Crown.  This  reafoning 
can  be  valid  only  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  call  a  temporary  indifpofition  by  the 
inaufpicious  name  of  a  demife.  It  can 
be  of  no  weight  with  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, who  look  with  confidence  to  better 
hopes,  to  the  profpe^:  of  the  King's 
health  being  reftored  within  as  fliort  a  pe^ 
riod  as  has  been  known  in  almoft  innu- 
merable inftaaces  of  private  perfons  who 
have  fufFered  for  a  time  from  fimilar  at- 
tacks.    If  there  were    only  a  pojjibility 

that 
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that  the  prayers  of  the  kingdom  would 
be  fuccefsful,  even  that  poflibility  muft 
deftroy  fuch  an  argument  as  that  referred 
to.  How  much  lefs  fhall  we  be  inclined 
to  give  credit  to  It,  when  common  expe- 
rience fhews,  that  the  moft  probable  event 
of  the  prefent  cafe  is  that  which  every 
Englifhman  earneftly  defires. 

It  Is  therefore  the  indifpenfable  duty  of 
Parliament,  In  providing  for  the  prefent 
exigency,  to  allow  no  degree  of  autho- 
rity to  be  exercifed,  which  fhall  be  incom- 
patible with  maintaining  the  King  in  the 
poffeffion  of  his  rights,  and  enabling  him 
to  re-afTume  the  exerclfe  of  them  when 
ever  his  health  Ihall  allow  it.     The  pro- 
vifions  requifite  for  this  purpofe  are  In- 
deed fo  far  from  being  inconfiftent  with 
the  objedls  to  which  we  fhould  look  in 
eftablifhing  an  Intermediate  Government, 
F  ?  *  that 
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that  tliey  form  an  indifpenfable  part  of 
any  fyflein  of  permanency  and  tranquil- 
lity in  the  country.  If  this  point  were 
unprovided  for,  and  the  cafe  fhould  af- 
terwards occur,  can  any  man  believe  that 
the  people  of  this  country  would  fubmit 
patiently  to  the  confequences  of  fuch  a 
neglect  r — ^And  might  we  not,  on  the  con- 
trary, by  thefe  means,  inftead  of  a  flrong 
Government,  v/hich  is  the  language  of 
feme  men,  have  fecured  to  curfelves,  in 
an  event  neither  improbable  nor  perhaps 
diflant-  the  certainty  of  confufion  and 
tumult  ?  It  follows  therefore,  not  only 
that  it  Vv^ould  be  unjuftifiable,  for  the 
fake  of  giving  ftrength  and  energy  to  the 
intermicdiate.  Government,  to  negled 
making  full  provifion  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  Majefty's  rights ;  but  that  no 
ftrength  or  energy  can  exiil  in  any  fuch 
Government,    unlefs   the   country  feels 

that  this  eifcntial  objed  is  fecured. 

With 
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With  refped  to  the  particular  form 
and  mode  in  which  the  Regent's  power 
ftiouldbeeftablifhedaccordingtothefecon- 
fiderations,  this  is  anobjed  which  might 
require  a  more  detailed  inveftigation  than 
is   confiftent    with  the    nature   of    this 
enquiry.   The  principles,  however,  which 
refuh  from  what  has  already  been  faid, 
are  fulhciently  obvious,  and  it  cannot  be 
difficult   to  apply   them   to  the   feveral 
queftions    which   may   be   expeded    to 
arife. 

It  will,  in  the  firft  place,  be  clear,  that 
whatever  authority  is  necefTary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  ordinary  bufmefs  of  executive 
adminiftration,  muft  be  granted  to  the 
perfon  in  whom  we  veil  the  intermedi- 
ate Government,  unlefs  it  can  be  fhewn 
to  be  incompatible  with  the  prefervation 
of  the  King's  authority.  It  will  be  equally 

evident. 


[     38     ] 

evident,  that  no  power  ought  to  be  fo  given, 
which  is  not  neceflary  for  the  purpofe 
above  ftated,  even  though  it  fhould  not 
be  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  Sovereign ; 
becaufe  the  grant  of  any  power  what- 
ever, in  the  prefent  cafe,  being  entire- 
ly grounded  on  the  neceffity  which 
calls  for  it,  fuch  a  grant  ought,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  be  made  as  nearly  as  pofTible 
co-extenfive  with  that  neceffity ;  but 
fhould  not,  on  the  other  hand,  be  fuffered 
to  reach  beyond  the  foundation  on  which 
it  refts.  \' 

In  cafes  where  thefe  principles  might 
appear  to  claili,  and  where  the  neceffity 
of  carrying  on  a  prefent  government 
might  interfere  with  the  duty  of  referring 
to  the  King  the  full  power  to  re-affiime 
the  exercife  of  his  rights,  the  decifion 
mufl  be  made  according  to  the  importance 

of 
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of  the  efFeds  which  might  be  produced 
on  either  fide.  But  it  may  be  faid  with 
confidence,  that  akhough  this  decifion 
may  in  a  few  particular  inftances  appear 
embarrafling ;  yet  that,  generally  fpeaking, 
the  two  objed:s  are  far  from  being  in- 
compatible ;  and  that  the  providing  for 
both,  is  the  only  way  to  fecure  the  tran- 
quillity and  good  government  of  the 
country. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  ftated, 
there  is  one  incontePcible  maxim,  to  which 
the  utmoft  regard  is  to  be  paid.  The 
powers  of  an  intermediate,  temporary,  and 
delegated  authority,  ought  not  to  bind 
that  which  is  primary,  permanent,  and 
original,  except  with  regard  to  thofe  ad:s 
only  which  are  of  the  moft  abfolute  ne- 
ceflity,  and  which  arc  in  their  own  nature 
final  and  ccnclufive.  Such,  forinftance,  are 
the   negotiations  with  foreign   powers  ; 

fuch 
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fuch  are  alfo  the  nominations  of  judges, 
and  of  a  few  other  officers  who  muft  by 
law  be  appointed  during  good  behaviour. 
We  may  flifely  admit  thefe  exceptions, 
without  prejudice  to  the  general  rule,  and 
In  the  fulleft  confidence,  that  his  Majefty 
will  in  no  cafe  regret  the  confequence  of 
a  principle  to  which  he  himfelf  gave  addi- 
tional force  andeificacyinthevery  firft  mo- 
ments of  hisreign*,  by  further  fecuring  the 
independence  of  thejudges.  Butwith  thefe 
exceptions  it  may  fafely  be  afferted,  that 
no  power  can  with  propriety  be  given  to 
the  Regent,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  do 
any  one  ad:  which  the  Sovereign  may  not 
revoke  whenever  he  Ihall  return  to  the 
exercife  of  his  authority. 

The  force  and  evidence  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples cannot  be  refifted  by  any  juft  or 

*  See  Stat.  I.  G.  3.  p.  23. 

folid 
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folid  argument.  If  tlicy  can  at  all  be 
combated,  it  mufl:  be  by  oppofing  to 
them  fome  general  topics  of  the  advan- 
tages of  a  flroiig  Government.  Such  a 
mode  of  reafoning,  if  followed  up  to  its 
true  conclufion,  would  apply  not  only  to 
overthrow  the  precautions  which  we  may 
think  neceflary  in  this  particular  inftance, 
but  to  deflroy  at  once  every  fecurity  that 
has  ever  been  eftabliflicd,  in  any  Govern- 
ment, againft  the  extent  or  the  poffible 
abufe  of  power.  There  is  no  doubt,  that 
abfolute  and  uncontrouled  authority,  not 
reftrained  by  any  laws,  nor  checked  by 
any  councils,  nor  liable  to  be  quefliioned  in 
any  tribunals,  would  be  to  many  purpofes 
the  ftrongeft  Government  that  could  be 
dcvifed.  But  the  evils  of  this  form  are 
fo  intolerable,  that  there  is  hardly  any 
country  where  it  has  not  been  found  ne- 
ceflary to  deftroy  fomething  of  the  energy 
G  that 
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fRat  would  refult  from  fuch   a   fyl^emV 
in  order  to  provide  for  the  more  import- 
ant  ends,  of  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who* 
are  governed,  and  the  ftahility  of  thofe 
who  govern.     It  is,  therefore,  now  held 
in  almoft  every  country  in  Europe,  that 
the  Sovereign  muft  at  leaf!:  be  bound  by 
the  lav/s  which  hehashimfelf  eftablifned,- 
In  thefe  kingdoms,  happily  for  us,  we 
have  proceeded  a  great  deal  further  :    we 
have  provided,  not  only  that  the  King 
Ihall  be  bound  by  the  law,  but  that  the 
law  ihall  no  otherwife  be  eftablifhed,  al- 
tered, or  repealed,  than   by  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  ading,  in  conjundion 
with  the  Sovereign,  through  the  medium 
of  their  great  national  Affembly.     No 
man  can  doubt,  thaf  by  thefe  provifions 
the  energy  of  the  Britilh  Government  is^ 
in     many     refpects,    very    confiderably 
weakened  ;  although  this  inconvenience 

,    is- 
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is  mucli  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
innmerable  advantages.  This  then  is  the 
principle  of  every  Government,  but  more 
efpecially  of  ours,  that  its  energy  fhould 
not  alone  be  ccnfidered,  but  that  in  any 
queftion  relating  to  it,  the  benefits  to 
•arife  on  that  account  fhould  be  contraflied 
with  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  on 
other  grounds  ;  and  that  on  this  com- 
parifon  the  decifion  Ihould  be  formed. 
In  the  ordinary  courfe  of  our  Govern- 
ment this  balance  has  already  been  ex- 
amined, and  the  machine  regulated  ac- 
cording to  it.  If,  in  providing  for  an  un- 
forefeen  emergency  like  the  prefent,  we 
fhould  find,  that  an  additional  ground  of 
<langer  arifes  from  the  very  nature  of  our 
remedy,  and  that  it  is,  perhaps,  attended 
alfo  with  additional  inducements  to  the 
abufe  of  power,  the  confequence  una- 
^'oidably  follows,  that  we  mufl  fecure 
G  2  our- 
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ourfelves  againft  thefe  mifchlefs,  even  at 
the  hazard  of  deflroying  fome  degree  of 
energy  ;  in  the  fame  manner  as  our  an- 
ceflors  have  fecured  us  againft  many 
others,  by  a  fimilar  facriiice. 

We  are  then  to  obferve,  that  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  befides  the  provifions  necefr 
fary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Uberties 
of  the  people  againft  the  executive  power, 
and  againft  the  attempts  of  powerful 
individuals  in  the  country,  we  are  to  fe- 
cure  the- executive  power  itfelf,  in  thofe 
hands  in  which  it  is  permanently  vefted, 
againft  the  mifchlefs  that  might  refult  to 
it  from  the  unreftrained  exercife  of  an  in- 
termediate authority,  ftiould  fuch  exer- 
cife unfortunately  be  influenced  by  the 
counfels  of  interefted  and  defigning  men. 
We  are  to  do  this,  not  merely  for  the 
fake     cf    the     Sovereign     individually 

(thougU. 
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(though  to  him  we  have  fv/orn  allegiance 
and  owe  a  pofitive  duty),  but  for  the 
fake  of  the  people  at  large,  whofe  fecu- 
rity,  whofe  tranquillity,  and  whofe  liber- 
ties, are  interefted  in  prefcrving  his  rights 
inviolate  and  unimpaired. 

If,  for  this  pui-|:)ofe,  it  fhould  be  ne- 
cefTary  in  fome  degree  to  weaken  the 
energy  of  the  temporary  government, 
we  may  regret  this  as  a  part  of  the  cala- 
mity under  which  we  are  fallen,  but  we 
cannot  certainly  confider  it  as  an  objed: 
to  which  we  ought  to  facrifice  fo  many 
Interefts  infinitely  more  important.  We 
may  obferve,  in  eftimating  the  amount  of 
this  inconvenience,  how  much  Icfs  it  is, 
than  the  mifchief  of  a  fimilar  nature  to 
whichParliament  has  thought  it  would  be 
prudent  to  fubmit  in  the  cafe  of  other 
Regencies,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  very 

object 
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obje£t  which  we  are  now  anxious  to  fc^ 
cure.  We  may  confider,  that  in  this  in- 
flance  a  fole  Regent  would  be  appointed, 
unreftrained  by  any  council  of  Regency  j 
that  the  Adminiftration  ading  under  the 
illuftrious  perfon  on  whom  the  choice  of 
Parliament  will  naturally  fall,  would  pof- 
fefs,  under  fuch  circumftances  as  the  pre- 
fent,  many  fources  of  weight  and  influence 
which  do  not  belong  to  the  Government 
even  of  the  Sovereign  himfelf.  We  fhould 
alfo  refied,  that  even  if  under  all  thefe 
circumftances  it  fliould  be  the  efFed  of 
the  principles  here  ftated  to  lelTen  in  fome 
degree  the  energy  of  Government,  yet 
that  the  inconvenience  of  doing  fo  is 
much  lefs  in  fuch  a  moment  as  the  pre- 
fent  than  at  any  other  period.  In  times 
of  difficulty  or  danger  there  exifls  a  greater 
neceflity  for  vigour  and  exertion  ;  but  in 
a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  of  domeftic  har- 
mony, 
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tnony,  and  of  general  profperity,  there 
can  be  no  fufFicient  grounds  for  negled:- 
ing  on  this  account  the  duties  of  allegiance 
and  of  juflice,  and  thereby  incurring  a 
ril"k,  fuch  as  has  already  been  mention- 
ed, and  which,  if  it  fliould  turn  againft  us, 
would  at  once  deflroy  every  favourable 
circumftance  in  our  prefent  fituation.  * 

Thefe  reafonings  apply  for  the  mod 
part  to  any  form  of  Government.  But 
there  is  an  additional  confideration,  which 
arifes  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  our  con- 
ilitution,  and  which  is  therefore  entitled 
to  our  particular  attention. 

The  reafons  have  already  been  ftated, 
which  prove,  that  a  permanency  of  power 
in  the  hands  of  any  individuals  in  this 
country,  to  be  held  againft  the  executive 
authority,  is  dangerous  to  the  public  wel- 
fare. 
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fare.  If  tlicfe  apply  even  In  fuch  a  cs.f^ 
iis  the  prelent,  and  induce  us  to  render  it 
at  leall  poflible  that  his  Majefty  may  on 
his  recovery  find  the  Adminiftration  of 
his  affairs  in  other  hands  than  thofe  to 
Vv^iieh  he  had  confided  them  ;  they  cer^ 
taihly  are  much  more  conclufive  againfl 
allowing  any  other  body  of  men  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  interval,  as  againft  him, 
and  to  eflahlifn  themfelves  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  might  hereafter  be  prejudicial  to 
his  authoiity.  Many  of  the  means  which 
might  occur  for  this  purpofe  would  fall 
under  the  laft  of  the  principles  above 
fcated.  But  if  there  fhould  be  any  others 
peculiarly  applicable  to  our  conftitution, 
and  capable  of  producing  any  fuch  effedt, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  wifdom  of  the 
two  legiilative  bodies,  to  whom  we  look 
on  this  occafion,  will  watch  over  thefe 
with  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  cau- 
tion ; 


[     49     ] 

tion  ;  it  rtiould  be  remembered,  with  how 
much  difficulty  an  attempt  to  eftablilh  the 
power  of  a  confederacy  in  ParHament  was 
defeated  by  our  prefent  Sovereign,  in  the 
full  exercife  of  his  authority,  and  fupport- 
ed  by  the  almoft  unanimous  voice  of  his 
people.  Whatever  meafures  may  appear 
on  full  confideration  to  be  neceffary  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  this  evil,  at  a  pe- 
riod fo  much  more  dangerous,  cannot 
but  meet  the  full  eft  aflent,  approbation, 
and  fupport  of  every  true  Englifhman. 

There  are  fome  other  points  to  be  at- 
tended to,  fully  equal  to  the  formei*  in 
tlieir  importance,  but  perhaps  lefs  like- 
ly to  be  contefted.  Parliament  muft  un- 
doubtedly provide  fome  regular  channel 
of  information,  to  the  intent  that  when- 
ever it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  reftore  his  Ma- 

jefty  to  the  wiihes  of  his  people,  the  pro-  ^ 
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^veii  of  his  recovery  may  be  known,  and 
the  interefting  period  afcertained  at  which 
we  are  to  be  again  placed  under  his  pa- 
ternal care.  Provifion  muft  alfo  now  be 
made  for  whatever  folemnity  fiich  an  oc- 
cafion  may  be  thought  to  require,  and 
for  the  confequent  ceflation  of  all  inter- 
mediate authority.  It  will  alfo  be  the 
duty  of  Parliament,  to  fecure  and  regulate 
the  fer^'ices  of  thofe  whom  his  Majefty 
had  before  chofen  to  attend  him  ;  as  well 
as  to  give  the  neceflary  aid  and  fandion 
to  that  aifectionate  care  of  his  Majefiy's 
perfon,  which  is  fo  juflly  to  be  expected 
from  HER,  whofe  condudl  has  afforded 
the  brightefl  example  of  domePtic  union 
and  attachment. 

The.fe,  however,  are  topics  on  which 
It  is  not  neceflary  to  enlarge.  It  is  in- 
deed much  to  be  wiflied,  that  a  refped- 

ful 
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tul  filence  could  have  been  oblerved  with 
regard  to   the  whole  fubjcd  to  which 
Ihefe  confiderations  relate.     Nor  fliould 
they  have   ever  been    fnbmittcd  to  the 
Public   in   this   form,  if  by  avoidin^';  the 
difcufTion  of  fuch  queftions,  it  had  been 
pofTible  to  avoid  the  nccefnty  of  decid- 
ing upon  them  ;  or  if  the  forbearance  of 
one  individual  could  have  reRrained  the 
eagernefs  of  many.     Cut  as  this  fubjed: 
has  been  daily  brought  forward  into  pub- 
lic view  ;  and  attempts  have  been  made  to 
prejudice  the  minds  of  the  people  upon 
it,  in  favour  of  opinions  contraiy  to  the 
firft  principles   of  truth    and  juftice  ;   it 
Teems   a  point   of  duty,  that  fome  fug- 
geftions  of  a  different  nature  fhould  be 
fubmitted  to   the    confideration    of   the 
^^^^^O'-      This  could  no  otherwife  have 
been  done,  than  with  that  freedom  with 
which  an  Englilhman  accuftoms  himfelf 
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to  examine  qiiefllons  of  great  national 
importance :  but  it  is  hoped,  that  it  has 
been  done  with  moderation,  decency,  and 
temper ;  and  above  all,  that  nothing 
has  been  faid  repugnant  either  to  thofe 
feelings  which  our  common  calamity  has 
impreiTed  on  all  our  minds,  or  to  thofe 
fentiments  of  perfonal  refped,  fubmifhon, 
and  deference,  which  are  due  to  all  the 
branches  of  that  llluftrious  family,  under 
whofe  aufpicious  Government  we  have 
enjoyed  a  greater  degree  of  profperity 
than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other 
nation  in  the  annals  of  Mankind.  The 
object  of  thefe  pages  will  have  been  com- 
pletely anfwered,  If  they  Hiould  at  all 
contribute  to  fettle, on  conftitutional  prin- 
ciples, a  tranfadlion  which  is  interefting 
to  our  prefent  happinefs,  and  which  mull 
form  an  important  asra  in  our  future  hif- 
tory  ;  or  if  they  fhould  be  the  means  of 

prevent- 
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preventing  any  ftep,  which  mlglit  here- 
after occafion  one  painful  fenfation  In  the 
heart  of  a  Sovereign,  whofe  return  to 
the  exercifc  of  his  power  we  muft  all 
wlfli  to  be  attended  with  as  much  eafc  to 
bimfclf,  as  it  will  diffule  fatisfaaion  and 
joy  through  every  part  of  his  dominions. 
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"No.  I. 

Proceedings  relative  to  fettling  the  Fomi 
of  Government  during  the  Minority  of 
Jlenry  VI, 

Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  Iv.  Page  171.     i  Henry  ■^^. 

No.  i2.ri  ECITES,  that  at  the  death  of 
■■- V  H  -nry  V.  confidering  the  tender  age 
of  the  prcfcnt  King,  feveral  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  met  for  the  imminent  necefTity  of  the 
kingdom;  that,  by  their  advice,  feveral  commifTions 
were  iflued  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  King  to 
divers  officers ;  and  alfo  writs  for  fummoning  the 
Parliament ;  to  the  intent  that  by  the  common 
aflembly  of  all  the  Eftate>  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
their  wife  council  and  difcretion,  the  government 
pf  the   perion  and  dominions  of  the  King  might 

be 
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be  provided  for  in  the  faid  Parliament.  The  Par- 
Jiament  approved  and  confirmed  the  faid  commif- 
fions  and  writs. 

n^d.  p.  174.  No.  24.— The  Duke  of  Bedfonf, 
then  out  of  the  kingdom,  is  ordained  and  confli- 
tuted,  by  letters  patent  of  the  King  in  Parliament, 
Protedor,  Defender,  and  Principal  Couiicellor  of 
the  kingdom  of  England  ;  and  in  his  abfence,  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter. 

Ihid.  p.  175.  No.  25.— Ail  oiHces  relating  to 
the  King's  forefls,  parks,  warrens,  and  all  bene- 
fices below  a  certain  value,  uhra  ^.vgenti  t<fquc  act 
irigefTta  marcas,  are  to  be  given,  as  often  as  they 
fliall  become  vacant,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Pro- 
tedor:  but  all  other  offices  and  benefices  by  the 
Proteftor  and  other  Lords  of  the  King's  Council. 

Ibid.  No.  25.-~Certain  perfons  confiituted  by- 
name m  Parliament  to  be  Affiflant  Councellors  to 
the  Government,  wlic  accepted  of  the  fame  under 
certain  articles ;  in  which  it  is  exprcfsly  ftated,  that 
the  nomination  to  all  offices  (with  the  exceptions 
mentioned  in  No.  25.),  and  the  difpofal  of  all 
•wards,  marriages,  farms,  and  other  cafualties  ot 
the  Crov.-n,  fliould  be  in  the  Council. 

Tbid.  2  Kem-y\T.   p.  201.    No.  j.-.-At  divers 
particular,  requcfts  of  the  Commons  of  the  realm, 

and 
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tind  by  the  advice  and  afTent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  certain  perfons  were  chofcn'  and 
conftituted  Afiiftant  Councellors  to  the  Gc)vernment- 
under  certain  further  articles ;  by  which  it  is  pro- 
vided, that  no  matters  of  importance  fhoul  I  be  de- 
termined or  tranfaded,  but  by  the  approbation  of 
the  majority  of  the  Council. 

Rob  Pafh  Vol.  V.    5  Henry  VI,  p.    407,  408. 
No.  6.     States  the  names  of  the  perfons  appointed 
to  conftitute  the  King's  Council,   and  the  feveral 
articles  agreed  to  and  fubfcribed  by  them.     In  thefe 
it    is    ftated,  that   neith.cr   the   Prote£lor,  nor  any 
member  of  the  Council,  fhall  determine  upon  any 
fuit,  or  fliew  any  further  favour  than  the  procuring- 
it  to  be  read  in  Council.     That  in  cafe  of  a  differ- 
ence of   opinion  in  the  Council,  if  tlifi  Protector 
be  in  the  minority,  tlie  matter  Ihall  ftand  over  to 
the  next  dav,  v.-hen   it  fhall  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  majority ;  the  Protedor  to  have  the  call- 
ing vote,  when  the  numbers  are  equal.     In  cafe  of 
vacancies  happening  in    ofRces    and   benefices   be- 
longing to  the  King,  thofe  that  have  been  fer^-ants 
to  the  King's  father,  or  his  grandfather,  or  thofe 
v.-ho  ferve  the  King  himfeif,  to  be  preferred.     In 
cafe  of  matters  being  brought  before  the  Council, 
refpeding  the  King's  prerogative  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  rights  of   his  fubjeds  on  the  other,  the 
opinions  of  the  judges  to  be  taken  and  entered  on 
record. 

I  Thcfe, 
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Thefe,  and  fevcral  other  articles,  relating  to  dif- 
ferent fubjefts,  were  figned  by  the  Proteftor  and 
the  other  Lords  of  the  Council. 

No.  7.  p.  409  and  410,  contain  the  proteftation 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  refpecting  their  obe- 
dience unto  the  King. 

**  Item,  That  the  faid  Lords  have  a  King,  whom 
"  they  acknowledge,  and  none  other-,  and  always, 
"  fo  long  as  it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  grant  him  life, 
"  will,  and  ought  to  acknowledge,  under  God, 
**  for  their  Sovereign  here  on  earth.  Moreover, 
*'  they  underftand  that  all  others  who  be  in  or 
**  of  this  land,  from  the  higheft  unto  the  loweft, 
"  of  wliatever  eftate,  condition,  or  degree,  they 
**  bcj  are  his  liegemen  and  his  fubje6ls,  and  ought 
*'  to  obey  him  and  liis  laM's. 

"  Item,  The  faid  Lords  underftand,  that  al- 
**  though  the  King  is  now  of  tender  age,  yet 
*'  nevcrthclefs  the  fame  authority  refteth,  and  is, 
"  at  this  day,  in  his  perfon,  that  fhall  be  in  him 
"  at  any  time  hereafter,  when  he  fhall  come,  by 
**  God's  grace,  to  years  of  diicretion. 

"  Item,  That  forafmuch  as  the  King  is  now  of 
"  fuch  tendernefs  of  age,  that  by  pofiibility  of  na- 
"  tare  he  may  not  indeed  rule  or  govern  in  his  own 
"  perfon,  and  that  neiilicr  Cod  nor  reafon  require 
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"  that  this  land  flnll  be  without  government.  For 
'*  fi)  much  of  the  execution  of  the  King's  authority 
**  as  relates  to  the  politic  rule  and  government  of 
*'  his  bud,  and  to  the  obfervancc  and  keeping  of 
'*  his  laws,  belongs  to  tlv  Lords  Spiritual  and 
**  Temporal  of  his  land,  at  fucii  time  as  they  be 
"  aflcmbled  in  Parliament,  or  in  great  Council : 
*'  and  otherwife,  wlicn  they  arc  not  fo  afiemblcd, 
**  unto  the  Lords  chofen  and  named  to  be  of  his 
**  continual  Council ;  of  the  which  my  Lord  of 
**  Bedford  is  chief,  as  long  as  he  is  in  this  land, 
"  and  in  his  abfence,  my  Lord  of  Gloucefter,  if 
"  he  be  therein  :  the  which  Council,  the  King 
*'  being  of  fuch  tendernefs  of  age,  reprefent  his 
**  perfon  as  toward  execution  of  the  fame  politic 
"  rule  and  government  of  his  land,  and  obfervance 
**  and  keeping  of  his  faid  laws,  and  that  no  other 
"  perfon  may  or  ought  to  afcribe  to  h'lmfclf  the  faid 
**  ruL'  w.d  government.  Saving  always  unto  my 
*'  faid  Lord  of  Bedford,  and  of  Gloucefter,  what 
**  is  efpecially  referved  and  applied  to  them  by  Acl 
<'  of  Parliament;'  &c.   &c. 

The  above  articles  being  fliewn  to  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  by  certain  Lords  of  the  Council 
deputed  for  that  purpofe,  and  his  anfwer  required  ; 
— ^he  replied,  "  That  he  had  well  heard,  and 
"  umlcrftood,  the  matters  abovefaid ;  and  that  he 
*f  thanked  them  with  all  his  heart  for  fending  to 
i*'  him  ;  and  informed  them,  that  it  was  to  him 
I    2  "  OWQ 
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*'  one  of  the  greateft  gladnefs  that  ever  fell  to 
**  his  heart,  to  fee  the  King  (landing  in  this. 
"  tendernefs  of  age  to  have  fo  fedatc,  fo  fub- 
*'  ftantial,  and  true  a  Council — ^That  he  aclinow- 
**  lodged  the  King  for  his  Sovereign  Lord,  and 
"  himfelf  for  his  liegeman,  and  fubjedl  to  him 
*'  and  to  his  laws,  according  to  that  which  was 
"  before  rehearfed ;  although  God  had,  by  way  of 
**  birth,  made  him  nearer  the  King  than  any 
"  other :  and  that  in  all  things  which  belong  unto 
**  the  rule  of  the  land,  and  to  the  obferv^nce  of 
**  the  King's  laws,  and  generally  in  all  things  that 
**  belong  to  the  King,  and  to  his  ellate,  he  would 
"  be  advifed,  direded,  and  ruled  by  the  Lords  of 
"  the  Council,  and  obey  the  King,  and  them  as 
*'  for  the  King,  as  lowly  as  the  leaft  and  pooreft 
"  fubje6l  that  the  King  had  in  his  land."  * 

"  And  if  he  did,  or  attempted  to  do,  any  thing 
"  contrary  thereto,  he  v.ould  at  all  times,  with  as. 
"  good  heart  and  will,  be  reformed  and  amended 
"  by  them  as  any  man  fliould ;  knowing  this  for 
**  his  duty,  and  that  he  ought  fo  to  do." 

The  above  articles  were  fubfcribed  to  by  tlie 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who  alfo  voluntarily  took  an 
rath  to  truly  obferve  and  keep  them.  In  like 
manner  the  Duke  of  Glouccllcr,  as  Prote61:or  in 
the  ab fence  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  fubfcribed  to 
the  fame,  in  the  fame  words. 
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Proceedings  relative  to  fettling  the  Form  of 
Government  during  the  King's  being  dif, 
qualified  by  Infirmities. 

Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  V.     32  Henry  VT. 

P.  239.  No.  24.  T  ETTERS  patent  empowering 
-*— ^  the  Duke  of  York,  in  the 
King's  abfence,  with  the  afient  of  the  King's  Coun- 
cil, to  call  or  diflblve  Parliament,  and  tranfadt  all 
bufinefs  therein  as  the  King  might  do. 

P.  240.  No.  30. — ^The  Commons  requefl  the  Duke 
of  York,  as  the  King's  Lieutenant,  and  the  other 
Lords  in  Parliament,  that  a  permanent  Council  may 
be  eftablifhed  to  adminiftcr  juftice  and  equity. 

Ibid.  No.  31. — Certain  Lords  fent  to  the  King 
at  Windfor,  to  acquaint  him  of  the  death  of  the 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  to  be  informed  whom  the  King  intends 
to  appoint  to  thofe  ftations — Alfo  to  flate,  that  the 
King  had,  during  the  Parliament  held  at  Reading, 
jnformed  die  Commons  of  his  gracious  intent  to 
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ordain  and  eftablifli  a  difcreet  and  fedate  Council 
to  condudl  the  afFairs  of  Government — ^That  the 
Commons  hnd  made  two  requefts  to  the  King's 
Lieutenant  and  the  Lords  on  thr.t  head  •,  they  there- 
fore requeued  to  know  the  King's  pleafure  re- 
fpedling  the  nomination  of  the  members  of  the  faid 
Council. 

P.  24T.  No.  32. — ^The  Lords  who  were  fent  to 
the  King,  on  their  return,  report  that  they  could 
obtain  no  anfwer  from  him  to  any  of  their  re- 
quefts. 

p.  242.  No.  33. — ^The  Loi-ds  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral in  Parliament  ail'cmbied,  for  certain  caufes 
•noving  them  thereto,  elecl  and  nominate  Richard 
Duke  of  York  Prote(3:or  and  Defender  of  the 
kingdom  of  England  during  the  King's  pleafure  : 
the  next  day  the  Duke  delivered  in  a  paper  con- 
taining fevcral  articles  which  he  rcqucfted  might 
be  .ena61:cd  in  Parliament. 

No.  34. — ^The  Duke  of  York  ftatcs,  that  he  ac- 
cepts of  the  Protec^orfhip  at  the  dcfire  of  Parlia- 
ment.— "  I  dellrc  and  pray  you,  that  in  this  pre-r 
**  fent  Parliament,  and  by  authority  thereof,  it  be 
'*  cna£led,  that  cf  yourfelvesy  and  of  your  free  and 
**  mere  difpofitioti^  yc  dfire,  nawcy  and  call  me  Jo  the 
*'  [aid  name  and  chnrgey  and  that  I  take  them  mt  upon 
f*  nt£  of  any  prcfumptton  cf  inyf'lf  but  only  of  th.e 

"  due 
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"  due  ami  humhlc  ol>cdicncc  tliat  I  ought  to  do 
**  unto  the  King,  our  moft  dread  and  fovcrcign 
"  I/srd,  and  to  you  the  Pecrajjc  of  this  land,  in 
*'  whom,  by  the  occafion  of  the  infirmity  of  our 
*'  faid  fovcrcign  Lord,  rcfls  the  cxcrcifc  of  his 
"  authority,  whofe  noble  commands  I  am  as  ready 
"  to  perform  and  obey  as  any  liegeman  alive ;  and 
**  that  at  fuch  time  as  it  fliall  pleafe  our  blcflcd 
"  Creator  to  reflorc  his  mod  noble  perfon  to 
"  healthful  difpofition,  it  fliall  pleafe  you  to  declare 
"  and  notify  to  his  good  grace." 

The  Lords  agree  to  the  propriety  of  the  Duke's 
requeft,  and  think  that  for  their  difcharge  in  this 
behalf  there  (hould  be  fuch  an  Acl  made  for  them 
in  this  Parliament,  according  to  an  A£l  made  in 
the  tender  age  of  the  King,  by  which,  in  a  fimilar 
cafe  of  neceflity,  they  were  compelled  to  chufe  and 
name  a  Proteclor  and  Defender. 

No.  36. — ^The  Duke  requefts  to  be  informed  of 
the  extent  of  his  power,  and  that  it  be  enabled, 
ratified,  and  confirmed,  by  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Lords  anfwer,  that  he  is  chief  of  the  King'-; 
Council,  and  therefore  thev  have  deviled  him  a 
name  (Protedor  and  Defender)  different  from 
other  CounfcUoTS,  but  which  imports  no  authority 
of  governance  of  the  land,  only  a  perfonal  duty  of 

attendance 
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attendance  to  its  a^lual  defence. — ^That  he  is  to 
hold  this  office  during  the  King's  pleafure,  fo  that 
it  be  without  prejudice  to  the  Prince  •,  and  there- 
upon an  A£l  to  he  made  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Ibid.  No.  38. — ^Letters  patent,  flating  the  King's 
infirm  ftate  of  health,  his  inability  to  attend  to 
the  bufinefs  of  his  kingdom ;  and  appointing,  with 
the  alTent  and  advice  of  the  Lords,  and  the  affent  of 
the  Commons  in  Parliament  afTembled,  the  Duke 
of  York  Proteftor,  Defender,  and  principal  Coun- 
fellor  of  the  Realm  during  the  King's  pleafure.  The 
ofiice  of  Protedlor  to  be  exercifed  by  Edward,  the 
King's  ekleil  fon,  when  he  Ihould  arrive  at  years 
of  difcretioni 

P.  243.  No.  39. — ^Letters  patent,  to  the  fame 
purport  as  the  above,  conferring  the  office  of  Pro- 
te£l:or,  &c.  on  Prince  Edward,  when  he  fnould  ar- 
rive at  years  of  difcretion,  provided  that  he  {hould 
chufe  to  take  it  upon  him. 

No.  40. — An  Aft,  conferring  on  Prince  Edward, 
when  he  fhould  arrive  at  years  of  difcretion,  and 
have  taken  the  office  of  Prctetlcr,  &c.  and  on  the 
Duke  of  York,  who  then  polTefied  that  office,  the* 
privilege  of  appointing  to  all  offxces  relating  to  fo- 
refls,  parks,  and  warrens  belonging  to  the  Crown^ 
as  often  as  they  fhould  become  vacant,  and  to  all 

benefices 
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Ijcnefices  of  -x  certain  value.  All  other  offices  and 
benefices,  as  they  become  vacant,  to  be  difpofed  of 
hy  the  advice  of  the  Protc<^or  and  the  other  Lords 
of  the  Council. 

This  Aft  is  exprefled  in  nearly  the  fame  words  zi 
that  in  Vol.  iv.  p.  175. 

Rolls,  Pari.  Vol.  v.  33  Hen.  VI.  p.  280,  281, 
282.  No.  18.  to  24. — After  the  battle  of  St.  Alban's, 
the  King,  by  the  advice  and  afTent  of  his  Parlia- 
ment, declares  the  Duke  of  York,  and  the  Earls  of 
Warwick  and  Salifbury,  and  their  party,  to  be  his 
true  and  faithful  liegemen.  The  inftrimient  recites 
the  letters  written  by  them  to  the  King  before  the 
battle,  and  grants  them  full  pardon  for  any  thing 
fuppofed  to  have  been  done  againil  hisperfon,  crov.'n, 
oj  dignity. 

Ibid.  No.  25. — Contains  the  oath  taken  by  them 
and  the  other  Lords  Spiritual  and  TemporaL 

P.  284.  No.  30. — Letters  patent^  empowering  the 
Duke  of  York  to  call  a  Parliament,  &c.  the  lame  as 
No.  24.  p.  239. 

Ibid.  No.  31. — In  confequence  of  the  Duke  of 
York  being  appointed,  by  the  above,  the  King's 
Lieutenant  in  Parliament,  the  Common^  recom- 
mend to  him  and  the  Lords,  rha:  the  King,  by  their 
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sdvice,  fnould  appoint  a  Proteclor  and  Defender  of 
the  land,  to  a6t  in  the  place  of  the  King  during  his 
ahfence ;  Hating  the  necefEty  of  fuch  an  appoint- 
ment. 

P.  285.  No.  32. — ^The  Commons  repeat  their  rc- 
queft,  &c. 

'  Ibid.  No.  33. — ^The  requefl  of  the  Commons, 
dated  by  the  Chancellor  to  the  Lords,  and  inform- 
ing them,  that  the  Commons  will  not  proceed  in 
matters  of  Parliament  till  they  receive  an  anfwer. 
The  Lords  agree  to  the  propriety  of  their  requefl, 
and  "  every  Lord  feverally  giving  his  voice  and  ajfent" 
they  elect  the  Duke  of  York  Proteftor,  &c.  on  the 
fame  conditions  as  he  held  the  office  before. 

Ibid.  No.  34. — ^The  Commons  repeat  their  re- 
quefl, &c. 

P.  286.  No.  35. — ^The  Lords  acquaint  the  Com- 
mons, that  the  King,  by  their  advice  and  aflent,  had 
appointed  the  Duke  of  York  to  the  office  of  Protec- 
tor, &c. 

Ibid.  No.  36. — ^The  Duke  of  York  propofes  cer- 
tain articles  to  be  ena6led  by  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament, refpe£ling  his  accepting  the  office  of 
Prote6lbr. 


Part 
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Part  of  thefe  articles  Is  to  the  fame  efFccl  as  that 
dated  in  p.  242.  No.  34. 

In  Art.  4.  He  requefts  the  Lords  "  to  ordain^ 
"  appoint,  name,  and  ejlahlijh  in  the  /aid  Parliament, 
"  and  by  authority  thereof,  a  Jiifficient  and  convenient 
**  number  of  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  to  be  of  the 
"  faid  Council  *." 

P.  287.  No.  37. — ^The  Chancellor  ftates  to  all  the 
Lords,  the  articles  on  which  the  Duke  of  York  has 
accepted  the  Prote^orfliip  ;  to  which  they  agree, 
and  ordain,  that  he  (hall  have  the  fame  power  as  be- 
fore, with  the  following  alteration  in  the  patent : 
"  And  whereas,  in  his  laft  power  were  thefe  words, 
"  ^lamdiu  nobis  placuerit  (during  the  King's  plea- 
"  fure),  fneuld  now  be  in  his  power  thefe  words, 
"  ^icufque  idem  confanguineus  nfier  de  occupatione  five 
*•  onere  et  noinine  htijufmcdi  per  nos  in  Parliamento  de 
*'  avifameuioet  affenfu  Dominorutii  Spiritualium  et  Tern- 
"  poralium  in  Parliamento  exijten\  exzneretur^  (until 
cur  faid  kinfman  be  difcharged  from  that  office  by 
the  King  in  Parliament,  with  the  advice  and  aflent 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  parliament 
afTsmbled). 


♦  In  Art,  1,  The  King's  "  Pri'-jy  Council,  to  ivh-^je  ad- 
«•  'Vice,  counjl,  and  ajjent,  I  tv:!l  cbey  and  apply  myfAf,  as,  I 
"  knu^'i  it  acardeth  -cA:b  my  duly  to  ^j." 

K  2  No.  ?8. 
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No.  38. — ^The  Commons  confer  with  the  Chan- 
cellor and  Duke  of  York,  and  defire  and  pray  the 
Duke  to  take  upon  him  the  name  and  charge  of  Pro- 
teclor,  &c.  to  which  he  aflents. 

No.  39. — Letters  patent  to  the  fame  eiFe£t  as  thofe 
dated  in  p.  242.  No.  38.  appointing  the  Duke  of 
York  Proteclor,  &c.  with  the  alteration  in  the 
v/ordSj  as  above  in  No.  37.  and  with  a  preamble, 
dating,  that  it  was  at  the  requeft  of  the  Commons 
that  the  appointment  was  made.  Alfo  Letters  pa- 
tent to  the  fame  t^zQuy  appointing  Edward,  the 
King's  eldefl  fon,  Protedor,  &c.  when  he  fliouM 
arrive  at  years  of  difcretion,  under  the  fame  condi^ 
tions. 

P.  289.  No.  40. — An  A6t  exadlly  to  the  fame 
purport  as  that  in  p.  243.  No.  40. 

P.  289.  No.  41. — ^The  King,  confidering  that  the 
diligence  and  a(Si;ual  labour  appertaining  to  the  go- 
vernment and  rule  of  the  realm  would  be  tedious 
to  his  perfon,  &c.  ordains  and  grants  "  that  his 
*'  Council  [hall  provide^  commuuey  ordaiuy  fpecd^  and 
"  conch/dt',  allftich  matters  as  touch  and  concernt  he  good 
**  and  politic  rule  and  government  of  his  laud ;  referving, 
**  that  in  allftich  matters  as  touch  the  honcur^  ivorfhip^ 
**  and  furety  of  his  perfoiiy  they  foall  let  him  htoiv  nvhat 
*'  direBion  they  take  in  them-,  d firing  his f aid  Council ^ 
*^  for  the  ivelfare  and  eafi  of  his  faid  perfon^  and  keep- 
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irig  and  tearing  up  his  royal  ejlr.tey  to  take  this  his  'will 
and  ordittance  upon  them.  The  Lords  take  th^  above 
duties  upon  theniy  protejiing  that  the  high  prerogative, 
pre-eminence^  and  authority  of  his  Alujejly  Royal,  and 
alfo  the  fovereignty  of  them  and  all  this  land,  is,  and 
always  mufl  refl^  and  /Jjall  rejly  in  his  tnojl  excel" 
lent  Perfon," 

Ibid.  p.  321.  No.  50. — ^The  King  in  Parliament, 
by  the  advice  and  all'ent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  the  aflent  of  the  Commons  in  Par- 
liament afTcmblcd,  exonerates  and  difcharges  tlie 
Duke  of  York  from  the  office,  duty,  and  name  of 
Protector,  Defender,  and  principal  Counccllor  of 
^e  Reakn, 
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NEIV  BOOKS  printed  fur  JOHN  SfOCKDALE. 

PARLIAMENTARY  GUIDE;  or,  Member's 
and  Elector's  complete  Companion  :  being 
an  hiftorical  Account  ot  the  feveral  Cities,  Coim- 
ties  and  Boroughs  in  Great  Britain  ;  their  Right  of 
Election  ;  when  they  were  firll  reprefented  in 
Parliament,  and  the  Numbers  of  Voters  at  each 
Place  ;  w  ith  References  to  the  Journals  of  the 
Hou<'e  of  Commons,  for  every  Proceeding  to  be 
found  in  them,  relating  to  Matters  of  Election, 
and  Copies  of  the  feveral  Writs  ufed  at  a  General 
Re-eledion  ;  the  Oaths  taken  by  the  Electors  and 
the  Elected  ;  and  the  Oaihs  adminiftered  to  the 
Reprefentative  upon  taking  his  Seat ;  with  a  full 
Recitation  of  all  the  various  Statutes  relating  to  the 
Eledion  of  Members ;  and  the  Succellion  of 
Parliaments  from  the  Reftoraticn.  In  One  large 
Volume,  8vo.     Price  -s.  in  Boards. 

The  RESOLVES  of  the  COMMITTTEE  ap- 
pointedto  trv  the  Alcrits  of  the  Eledion  for  the 
County  of  GLOUCESTER,  in  the  year  1777. 
George  Berklev,  Efq.  Petitioner  ;  WilUam  Brom- 
ley Cheftcr,  Efq,  fitting  Member.  By  Sir  Cecil 
Wray,  Bart.     In  One  Volume,  Svo.     Price  4s.  in  |^ 

Boards. 

The  COMPLETE  KITCHEN  GARDE- 
NER, and  Hot-bed  Forcer ;  with  the  thorough 
praftical  Management  of  Hot-Houfes,  Fire-Walls 
practical  Management  of  Hot-Houfes,  Fire- Walls, 
and  Forcing-Houfes,  and  the  improved  modern 
Culture  of  the  Pinery  Stoves,  and  Pine  Apples  ; 
being  a  thorough  practical  Difplav  of  the  moft 
capital  Branches  of  Ciardening  in    their  General 
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New  Books,  printed  for  John  St'ockdak. 

Culture,  and  agreeable  to  the  prefent  greatly  im- 
proved modern  Procels,  whereby  that  moll  im- 
portant ufeful  Diftricl  the  Kitchen  Garden,  and  all 
its  Appurtenances  of  Hot-Beds,  Hot-Houfes,  Hot- 
Walls,  Forcing-Houles,  Pinery  Stoves,  &c.  and 
the  Culture  of  their  feveral  various  Produclions  in 
ftiperior  Perfedion  and  greateft  Abundance,  is 
jhilly  explained,  in  a  IManner  never  before  done 
for  general  Inftrudtion,  as  requiring  a  particular 
diftinft  Explanation  ;  and  now  firil  completely 
accompliflied,  from  the  Refult  of  above  Fifty 
Years  daily  praftical  Experience  and  Obfervation.. 
By  John  Abercombie,  Author  of'  Every  Man  his 
own  Gardener,*  commonly  called  Mawe's  Gar- 
dener's Kalendar,  but  the  Work  of  J.  A.  only. 
Price  5  s.  bound. 

The  UNIVERSAL  GARDENER*s  KA- 
LENDAR, and  Syftem  of  Practical  Gardening  ; 
difplaying  the  completeft  general  Directions  for 
performing  all  the  various  practical  Works  and 
Operations  necefi'ary  in  every  IMonthof  the  Year, 
agreeably  to  the  prefent  molt  improved  fuccei'sful 
Methods  ;  with  a  comprehenfive  Difpiay  of  the 
general  Syftem  of  Gardening  in  all  its  different 
Branches.  Comprehending  the  Kiichen-Garden, 
Fruit-Garden,  Pleafure-Ground,  Flower-Garden, 
Shrubbery,  Plantations  and  Nurfery,  Green- 
Houfe,  Hot-Houfe,  and  Forcing- Houfes,  &c.  By 
John  Abercombie,  upwards  of  tifry  Years  practi- 
cal Gardener,  and  Author  of  '  Every  Man  his  own 
<iardener,'  commonly  called  Mawe's  Gardener's 
Kalendar,  but  the  Work  of  J.  A.  only.  Price  ■  5s. 
bound.  Ilie 


New  Bcoks  printed  for  fohn  StockdaU, 

The  GARDEN  VADE  MECUxM,  or  Compendium 
of  General  Gardening,  and  dcfcriptive  Difplay  of  the 
Plants,  Howers,  Shrubs,  Trees  and  Fruits,  and  general 
Culture;  comprifing  a  fyftematic  Difplay  and  Delcrip- 
tion  of  the  fevcral  Diftrids  of  Gardening  and  Planta- 
tions, under  feparate  Heads ;  giving  Intimations  of  the 
Utility,  general  or  particular  Plans,  Dimcnlions,  Soil, 
and  Situation,  &:c.  and  of  the  various  refpe£tive  Plants, 
Flowers,  Shrubs,  Trees  and  Fruits,  proper  for,  and  ar- 
ranged in  each  DiftricSl;  with  general  Defcriptions  of 
their  Nature  of  Growth,  Temperature,  principal  and 
particular  Ufes,  Methods  of  Propagation  and  general 
Culture,  in  their  refpeclive  Garden  Departments  :  con- 
fifting  of  the  Flower-Garden,  Pleafure-Ground,  Shrub- 
bery and  Plantations,  Fruit-Garden  and  Flower-Gar- 
den,  Green-Houfe  and  Hot-Houfe.  By  John  Aber- 
crombie,  upwards  of  fifty  Years  praclical  Gardener,  and 
Author  of  Every  Man  his  own  Gardener,  commonly 
called  Mawe's  (jardener's  Kalendar,  but  the  work  of 
J.  A,  only.     Price  3s.  bound. 

The  follovjing  Books  are  in  Boards  or  fevjed, 

Pye's  PoemSj  2  vols.  8vo. 

Poetic  of  Ariftotle,  with  Notes, 

Blane  and  Somervile's  Obfcrvations  on  Hunt- 
ing, 8vo.  —  

Dr.  Johnfcn's  Debates,  2  vols,  8vo. 

Works,    Vol.    XTT.   XIII.   and 


XIV.  Svo. 


Shakelpeare  in  one  Volume,  Svo. 

HiiI;ory  of  New  Holland,  8vo.  — 

Bromley's  Royal  Original  Letters,  Svo. 

JeiFerfon's  Hiftory  of  Virginia,  8vo. 

Dr.  Ramfay's  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  in 

South  Carolina,  2  vols.  8vo. 
Latrobe's   Anecdotes  of  th;^  Kincr  of  Pruflia, 

8vo.^  .     1 

Bonnet's  Philofophical  Inquiries  on  Chriflia- 

nity.     Tranflated   by   J.   L.   BoilLer,   Efq. 

Svo.  '  

Jacklbn's  Conflitutions  of  America,  Svo. 
Stockdale's  Sermons,  Svo. 
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Xi'M  Books  printed  for   'J'Jm  Stockdale, 

L 
Chalmers's  Eilimates,  8vo.  —  o 

Dc   ?  oe's    Hiflory   of    the  Union,  with  De 

■  Lohtie's  Introduction,  4to.  —  i 

Sellly's  Geographical  Di6lionary,  2  vols.  410.  i 
Sir  John  Davies's  Hiftorical  Trails,  8vo.  o 

Beauties  of  the  Britifh  Senate,  2  vols.  8vo.         o 

Day's  Trails,  8vo.  o 

Captain  Price's  Eall  India  Traits,  4  vols.  8vo.  i      8 
Indian  Vocabulary,  Fool's-cap,  8vo. 
Barlow's  Vifion  of  Columbus,  i2mo. 
Numa  Pompilius,  2  vols.  Crown  8vo. 
Parliamentary  (juide,  8vo.                   — 
Champion  on  Commerce,  8vo.              — 
Sir  Ceril  Wray's  Refolves  of  the  Gloucefler- 
(hire  Committee,  8vo.  


Goodwin'sLives  of  theBifl"iops,by  Richardfon, 
folio,  — — —  — 

Parry's  Eden  Vale,  a  Novel,  2  vols.  lamo. 

The  Ring,  a  Novel,  3  vols.  i2mo. 

Cook's  Voyage,  4  vols.  8vo.  with  59  Plates, 

Hunter's  Geographical  Eflays,  8vo. 

Burke's  Charges  againft  Mailings,  and  Haf- 
tings's  Defence,  8vo.  — 

Articles  againfl  Hartings,and  his  Anfwcr,  8vo.  o 

Minutes  of  the  Evidence,  8vo. 

Sir  Elijah  Impey's  Defence,   8vo. 

Debates  in  Parliament,  3  vols.  8vo.  1784, 

3  vols.  8vo.    I  7S5, 

3  vols.  8vo.   1786, 

2  vols.  8vo.  1787, 

3  vols.  Svo.  1788, 

The  Alliance  of  Mufic,  Poetrv,  and  Oratory, 
hy  Anfcim  Bayley,  LL.  D.  8vo. 

The  Univerfal  Cjardener's  Kalcndar,  and  Syf- 
tcm  of  Practical  Gardening,  ^kc.  hy  John 
Ahercrombie,  i2mo.  — 

The  Complete  Kitchen  Gardener,  and  Hot- 
bed Forcer,  by  John  Abercromble,  i2mo. 

TJie  (iardcn  Vade  Mecum  ;  or.  Compendium 
of  Cjcneral  Crardening,  &c.  by  John  Aber- 
cromble, i2mo.  

The  New  RobinfonCrufoc;  an  inftruiflive  and 
tntertainino:Hirtorv,for  the  Uft.  of  Children 
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Nrw  Booki  printed  fcr  'Jihn  Stsckdale. 

/,   J.     d, 
©f  both  Sexes.  Tranfl:itt4  from  the  1  rcnch. 
Kmbcllilhcil  with  thirty-two  beautiful  Cuts,  , 

tacli   Cut  the   Size  ol   the    Page.     In  four  \ 

Volumes  i2mo.  O     6     O  \ 

A  Sketch  of  Univcrfal  Hiftory ;  to  which  is 
adiltd,  a  brief  Chronology  of  the  moft  re- 
markable Kvents  in  the  Hillory  of  England. 
KinbclliOied    with  thirtv-fix    Heads  of  the  \ 

Kings,  from  Egbert  toCieorgc  Ill.inclufive,  o     i     6 

The  llirtory  of  Three  Brothers ;  to  which  are 
added,  Gray's  Elegy,  Pope's  Univerfal 
Prayer,  and  the  Hillory  of  John  Gilpin  : 
embellifhed  with  five  beautiful  Cuts,  o     O     6 

The  Hillory  of  a  School-boy, with  other  Pieces,  O  .   I     O 

The  Children's  Mifcellanv,    containing    the  / 

Hiflory  of  ?>ittlc  Jack,  by  the  Author  of  /' 

SanUford  and  Merton,  —  "^3     3  / 

Scle(ft  Stories,  by  M.  Berquin,  —  026 

The  Children's  Friend,  by  M.  Berquin,  com- 
plete In  4  vols.  080 

L'Ami  des  Enfans,    par   M.  Berquin.     Com-  1 

plete  in  4  vols,  with  Frontifpieces,  O   lO     O  1 

The  Hiftory  of  Little  Jack,  by  the  Author  of  ' 

Sandford  and  Mtrton,  with  22  Cuts,  010 

The   Friend   of  Youth,   tranflated  from  the 

French  of  jVI.  Berquin,  complete  in  2  vols.    050 

Day's  Hiftory  of  Sandford  and  Merton,  2  vols. 

i2mo.  —  060 

; tranf- 
lated by  M.  Berquin,   2  vols.  i2mo.  060 

Scott's  Memoirs  of  the  Mogul  Empire,  O     4     O 

Haftings's  State  of  India,  020 

Major  Scott's  Obfervations  on  Mr.  Sheridan's 

Statement  of  the  India  Bills,  030 

Haliings's  Narrative  of  the  Infurreclion  at  Be- 
nares, 4to.  —  0120 

New  Hcraldrv  in  Miniature,  fewcd,  026 

Short  Account  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Ifland, 

with  a  View  of  Captain  Trapaud,  fewed,       O     2     6 
De  Lolme's  Eflay  on  an  Union  with  Ireland, 

4to.  —  036 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  Charges  againft  Sir  Elijah 

Impey,  —  -^  O     2     6 
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Kcvj  Boohs  printed  for  yohn  Stockdale, 

A  Treatife  on  the  Culture  of  the  Pine  Apple,and  the 
Management  of  the  Hot  Houle,  6cc.  by  William 
Specchly,  8vo.   il.  is. 

1  he  Hiilory  ot  the  Turkifh  or  Ottoman  Empire, 
from  tlie  Foundation  in  1300.  By  A.  Hawkins,  Efq. 
4  vols.  8vo.    il.  6s. 

Remarks  on  the  favourite  Ballet  of  Cupid  and 
Plyche,  6cc.     By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nares.    is.  6d. 

Obfervations  on  the  Three  lafl:  Volumes  of  the  Ro- 
man Hiflory.  By  Edward  Gibbon,  Efq.     is.  6d. 

A  Letter  to  Arthur  Young,  Efq.  on  the  Exportation 
cf  Wool,  by  Thomas  Day,  Efq.    is. 

The  Hiftorv  and  Praftice  of  Aeroftation.  By  T  Ca- 
vallo,  Efq.  F.'R.  S.  6s. 

The  Hiflory  of  Greenland.  By  David  Crantz,  2  vols. 
I  OS. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Brethren.  ByD.Ci\ntz.  Tranf- 
lated  by  the  Rev.  B.  Latrobe.  6s.  6d. 

Spangenberg's  Chriftian  Do6lrine.  Tranflatf  '  by 
B.  Latrobe.   5s. 

Natural  Curiofities  of  Malliam,  in  Craven,  "^.  Ji;k- 
ihire.  By  Thomas  Hurtley.  5s. 

The  Works  of  the  late  D.  John  jebb.  By  John 
Difney,  D.  D.  F.  S.  A.  3  vols.  8vo.  if.  is. 

An  Eflay  on  Trade.    By  Jofiah  Tucker,  D.  D.  2S. 

The  London  Calendar  for  1789,  2s.  With  an  Al- 
manack, 2s.  9d.  Or,  complete,  including  the  Bengal 
Calendar,  5s.  6d.  hound. 

The  Bengal  Calendar  for  the  Year  1789  :  including 
a  Lift  of  the  Hon.  and  United  Eaft-India  Company's 
Civil  and  Military  Servants  on  the  Bengal  Eftablifla- 
ment,  &c.  including  alfo  thofe  at  Madras,  Bombay, 
Fort  Marlborough,  China,  and  St.  Helena,  is.  6d. 
fewcd  in  Marble  Paper. 

A  Letter  trom  a  Gentleman  on  board  an  Indiaman 
to  his  Friend  in  London,  giving  an  Account  of  the 
Iflaiid  of  Johanna,  is. 
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